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In commemoration of Black History Month 2024, The CRIB was

pleased to host yet another installation of our popular film

screening and panel discussion entitled, “Invisible Wounds: Stories

of Survivorship” on February 28th. Speaking to a packed lecture

hall, Dean of the Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work

Professor Charmaine Williams got the ball rolling with welcome

remarks noting that “Today, we commit to listening, learning and

taking action towards healing and supporting one another in

ourshared journey towards a more just and compassionate world.”

And more...

Invisible Wounds Film
Screening at U of T
Faculty of Social Work

Left to right: Dr. Sharpe (Chair); Alomar Thorpe; Tito-tae Sharpe; Rani
Sanderson; Deshawn Hibbert; and Jheanelle Anderson

Numbers +
Narratives: 
Informing Action
and Increasing
Impact in Inclusive
Community
Violence Research
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She was followed by remarks delivered by director of The CRIB, Dr. Tanya Sharpe, who

spoke about our Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council-funded project,

“Invisible Wounds: Exploring the Experiences of African, Caribbean, and Black (ACB)

Survivors of Homicide Victims” through which the film was created. She emphasized that

the evening’s screening was in line with our aim to continuously mobilize knowledge and

ensure the findings from our projects are made accessible to both service providers, and

African, Caribbean, and Black (ACB) communities that are disproportionately impacted by

homicide. 

Ontario’s Associate Minister of Mental Health and

Addictions, Honourable Michael Tibollo was also

present, and thanked The CRIB for our

commitment to the betterment of the mental

health of Ontarians. Following the screening of the

film, our panelists took to the stage to discuss their

lived experiences with homicide and involvement

in creating their own short digital stories featured

in “Invisible Wounds: Stories of Survivorship”.

The panel then shared the positive impact the

project had on their healing journeys and wrapped

up the screening by responding to questions posed

by several members of the audience. 

Coordinator of our Neighbourhood
Ambassador Program, Deshawn Hibbert
(left) embraces a community member
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The CRIB
Represents the
field of Social
Work at the
National Institute
of Justice,
Washington D.C.
Work, Christopher St. Vil; Assistant Professor at the Boston College School of Social Work,

Robert O. Motley Jr.; and Assistant Professor at the Jane Addams College of Social Work,

Kathryn Bocanegra. Dr. Sharpe’s presentation entitled, “The Role of Social Work in

Violence and Victimization Research” focused on how social work is leading advancement

in the field of violence and victimization research. 

Over the last few months, we have been

pleased to make a number of conference

presentations as part of our aim to

continuously disseminate the culturally

responsive knowledge generated through

our research. One of such being a

presentation to the National Institute of

Justice (NIJ) in Washington, D.C., where

Dr. Sharpe was invited to represent the

field of Social Work in January 2024,

along with others including CRIB Faculty

Affiliate and Associate Professor at the

University of Buffalo School of Social

Dr. Tanya L. Sharpe poses with NIJ Director, Dr. Nancy La Vigne (9th from left) and other conference
participants at the National Institute of Justice in Washington, D.C., United States 
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The CRIB Travels to
Chicago, Presents at  
National Research
Conference for the
Prevention of
Firearm-Related
Harms 

CRIB Doctoral Fellow Monte-Angel
Richardson

Dr. Sharpe moderates a panel on Understanding Vicarious
Trauma and Examining Intimate Partner Violence
Intersections and Interventions

Several members of our staff visited Chicago,

Illinois in November of 2023 to attend the National

Research Conference for the Prevention of

Firearm-Related Harms. We would like to highlight

and congratulate our Doctoral Fellow Monte-Angel

Richardson for her fantastic  presentation at the

conference entitled  “We Remember Them: Mixed

Methods Study of Posttraumatic Growth,

Collective Efficacy, and Agency Among Survivors

of Mass Violence in Isla Vista, California”. She 

growth and the experiences of

collective efficacy and agency among

survivors of the 2014 Isla Vista,

California mass shooting. Meanwhile,

Dr. Sharpe moderated an engaging

panel on Understanding Vicarious

Trauma and Examining Intimate

Partner Violence Intersections and

Interventions. Dr. Sharpe was recruited

to serve on the Awards Committee for

the National Research Conference for

Prevention of Firearm-Related Harms

in 2021, a role she has served in, since

its very inception. 

presented study findings from the assessment of the relationship between post traumatic
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In April of this year, Dr. Sharpe was

called upon to deliver the keynote

address at the Association for Death

Education and Counseling’s 45th

Annual Conference held in Houston,

Texas. During her talk entitled, “The

Invisibility Cloak of Grief for Black

Survivors of Homicide Victims”, Dr.

Sharpe spoke about several stark

homicide statistics in Texas including the

fact that ‘Black people are 6 times more

likely than white people to die by

firearm homicide’ and ‘Black children

and teens in Texas are 3 times more

likely that their white peers to die as a

result of firearm related injury’

(Everytown, 2023; CDC, Underlying

Cause of Death, Four-Year Average:

2018-2021; FBI, National Incident-Based

Reporting System). When discussing

possible solutions, Dr. Sharpe

emphasized the critical need for

Trauma-Informed Care for survivors of

homicide victims; care that is provided

with an acute awareness of the pervasive

exposure to the trauma of anti-Black

racism and homicide for Black

communities. 

Dr. Sharpe Delivers Keynote at
Association for Death Education
and Counseling Conference  

ASSOCIATION FOR DEATH EDUCATION & COUNSELING 2024



THE WORD |  SPRING ISSUE5

Numbers +
Narratives: 

DR. SHARPE REPRESENTS
CANADA AT 2024 VIOLENCE
INTERVENTION AND
PREVENTION INITIATIVE

In April, Dr. Sharpe was honoured to be invited to the 2024 Community Based Violence

Intervention and Prevention Initiative (CVIPI) Grantee Conference in Chicago, Illinois. The

CVIPI Conference brings together CVIPI grantees from across the United States to share

resources, best practices, and lessons learned from the field. As the only representative of

Canada, Dr. Sharpe participated in a panel discussion entitled, “Numbers + Narratives:

Informing Action and Increasing Impact in Inclusive Community Violence Research”. The

panel explored strategies to developing and evaluating community violence prevention and

intervention strategies that embody principles of inclusive research and racial equity in

partnership with communities. 

Moderated by Nancy La Vigne, Director of

the National Institute of Justice, other

panelists included Jocelyn Fontaine, Vice

President of Strategic Program

Development at the Urban Institute and

executive director of the Black and Brown

Collective; and Jalon Arthur, Director of

Strategic Initiatives at Chicago – CRED

(Create Real Economic Destiny). 
Dr. Sharpe makes a point at the CVIPI Grantee
Conference in Chicago, Illinois

From Left to Right: Nancy La Vigne, Director, National Institute of Justice; Jocelyn Fontaine, Vice
President of Strategic Program Development at the Urban Institute; Dr. Tanya Sharpe; Jalon Arthur,
Director of Strategic Initiatives at Chicago – CRED (Create Real Economic Destiny)
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The CRIB at 2024 Leong Centre Community
Engagement Series 
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Deshawn Hibbert, Coordinator of the Neighbourhood

Ambassador Program at The CRIB, joined Dr. Tanya

Sharpe to make a presentation at the Leong Centre

Community Engagement Series in February 2024. The

webinar presentation entitled, ““Resonance of Resistance:

Fostering Culturally Responsive Approaches to Homicide

Research for Black Communities” explored the

intersection of culture, trauma, and research

methodologies when understanding and addressing the

aftermath of homicide within Black communities. It also

highlighted strategies used by The CRIB to engage with

communities in the research process, while fostering authentic collaboration and

partnerships.  Click here to view  their presentation. 

Make a Gift to The CRIB

The CRIB is located within the number one ranked university in Canada (University of

Toronto) within the Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work, ranked second in the

world among schools of social work according to the Center for World University

Rankings.  

Email: donations.management@utoronto.ca 
Tel: 416-978-0811 | Toll-free: 1-800-463-6048

Have questions, or don’t
see what you’re looking for? 

https://www.the-crib.org/
https://twitter.com/TheCRIBTweet
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEV4HZKa-XqrSADs_ESUnqg
https://www.instagram.com/thecribcommunity/channel/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-centre-for-research-and-innovation-for-black-survivors-of-homicide-victims-the-crib/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/The-CRIB-103672515248149
https://vimeo.com/913847543
https://vimeo.com/913847543
https://vimeo.com/913847543
https://engage.utoronto.ca/site/SPageServer?pagename=donate#/fund/1556
https://engage.utoronto.ca/site/SPageServer?pagename=donate#/fund/1556
https://engage.utoronto.ca/site/SPageServer?pagename=donate#/fund/1556
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